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FORWARD 

The Little Shuswap Lake Indian Band (LSLIB) Lakeshore Development Guidelines represents a 

major initiative by the Lands Department staff to consolidate land policies, practices and 

procedures in a single, comprehensive volume.  Accompanied with the Indigenous and Northern 

Affairs Canada (INAC) Land Management Manual, the INAC Indian Lands Registration Manual, 

and all LSLIB Laws/Bylaws, plans, policies, procedures and practices, it constitutes a valuable 

operational and reference tool for all major aspects of lakeshore development on LSLIB lands. 

Of course, no manual can hope to cover all the possible situations that may arise in the course of 

our work.  Users of this Manual will have to be guided by common sense and good judgement in 

using the Manual to deal with real situations.  There will inevitably be cases where further 

guidance will have to be sought from the appropriate sources in the organization, Chief and 

Council or external professionals. 

The Manual may contain gaps in its discussion of policy.  It will have to be continually reviewed 

and revised to meet the changing needs of LSLIB.  This is where the user will play a vital role.  The 

Manual is a “living document” which must be kept complete, accurate and up to date to ensure 

its effectiveness. 
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1.0 PREAMBLE 

WHEREAS Little Shuswap Lake Indian Band, (hereinafter referred to as “LSLIB”) is exercising 

jurisdiction and authority over LSLIB lands, resources and environments; 

AND WHEREAS it is in the interests of LSLIB to enact policies and procedures addressing the use, 

development and protection of LSLIB lands, resources and environments; 

AND WHEREAS LSLIB wishes to address the adoption of a Lakeshore Development Guideline; 

AND WHEREAS LSLIB Chief and Council are committed to acting in a timely manner in order to 

minimize potential negative impacts to LSLIB lands, resources, environments and membership 

interests; 

NOW THEREFORE LSLIB Chief and Council hereby enacts the following LSLIB Lakeshore 

Development Guidelines. 

NOTE: Metric units are used for all measurements in this Guideline. 

2.0 INTRODUCTION 

Little Shuswap Lake Indian Band (LSLIB) is governed under the Indian Act.  Existing and anticipated 

use and development on LSLIB Lands require planning, coordination and regulation.  In addition 

to the Indian Act, development on LSLIB Lands is regulated in accordance with LSLIB Laws, Bylaws, 

standards, policies and procedures, Health Canada regulations, Environment Canada regulations, 

and any applicable Provincial and/or Federal Legislation.  

3.0 DEFINITIONS AND INTERPRETATION 

3.1 TITLE 

The Guidelines may be cited as the “LSLIB Lakeshore Development Guidelines 2018-01” 

3.2 DEFINITIONS 

In these guidelines, unless the context otherwise requires: 

“Act” means the Indian Act.” 

“BCR” means Band Council Resolution. 

“Band” means the Little Shuswap Lake Indian Band. 

“Construction” means any erection, repair, alteration, enlargement, addition, demolition, 

removal or excavation. 

“Council” means the LSLIB Chief and Council. 
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“Drip Line “means the area defined by the outermost circumference of a tree canopy where 

water drips from and onto the ground. 

‘High water mark” means the visible high water mark of a stream  where the presence and action 

of the water are so common and usual, and so long continued in all ordinary years, as to mark on 

the soil of the bed of the stream a character distinct from that of its banks, in vegetation, as well 

as in the nature of the soil itself, and includes the active floodplain. 

“INAC” means the Indigenous and Northern Affairs Canada. 

 “LSLIB” means the Little Shuswap Lake Indian Band. 

 “Property Owner” means any person, firm or corporation who is legally in possession or control 

of a portion of the lands, the title of which is vested in the Crown in the right of Canada, that have 

been or are set aside for the use and benefit of the Little Shuswap Lake Indian Band membership 

and which have not been unconditionally surrendered. 

“Reserve” means all those lands, the title of which is vested in the Crown in the right of Canada, 

that have been or are set aside for the use and benefit of the Little Shuswap Lake Indian Band 

membership and which has not been unconditionally surrendered. 

“SPEA” means the Streamside Protection and Enhancement Area. 

“Stream” includes any of the following that provides fish habitat: 

a) a watercourse, whether it usually contains water or not; 

b) a pond, lake, river, creek or brook; 

c) a ditch, spring or wetland that is connected by surface flow to something referred to in 

paragraph (a) or (b); 

“View Shed” means the geographical area that is visible from a location. It includes all 

surrounding points that are in line-of-sight with that location and excludes points that are 

beyond the horizon or obstructed by terrain and other features (e.g., buildings, trees). 

"Wetland" means land that is inundated or saturated by surface or groundwater at a frequency 

and duration sufficient to support, and that under normal conditions does support, vegetation 

typically adapted for life in saturated soil conditions, including swamps, marshes, bogs, fens, 

estuaries and similar areas that are not part of the active floodplain of a stream. 

“Work” means any erection, repair, alteration, enlargement, addition, demolition, removal or 

excavation. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Line-of-sight_propagation
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Horizon


 

 
LSLIB LAKESHORE DEVELOPMENT GUIDELINES 23/01/2018  Page 5 of 22 
 

4.0 APPENDICES 

Schedule “A”: Memorandum of Understanding 

5.0 LAWS, REGULATIONS AND REFERENCED DOCUMENTS 

5.1 The provisions of referenced documents and referenced standards prescribed by these 

Guidelines apply to the extent that they relate to land development. 

5.2 In the case of conflict between the provisions of a referenced document and those of these 

Guidelines, the provision of this Policy will govern. 

5.3 Lakeshore Development guidelines is guided by but not limited to the following laws, 

regulations and policies:  

• All Applicable LSLIB Laws, Bylaws and Policies; and  

WITHOUT PREJUDICE 

• Indian Act 

• Indian Act Regulations 

• National Building Code (Provincial Building Code from time to time) 

• Health Canada Regulations 

• Canadian Environment Protection Act 

• Canadian Environment Assessment Act 

• Species at Risk Act 

• Environment Canada Regulations 

• Applicable Provincial / Federal Regulations 

6.0 LITTLE SHUSWAP LAKE INDIAN BAND LAKESHORE DEVELOPMENT GUIDELINES 

6.1 Purpose 

The purpose of the Little Shuswap Lake Indian Band Lakeshore Development Guidelines is to 

ensure lake resources, including but not limited to the lake and the lands adjacent to the lake in 

the LSLIB reserves will be available for the use and enjoyment of future generations, with the 

exception of those LSLIB lands described as Scotch Creek Indian Reserve #4, Hilliam Frontage 

Road guided by Memorandum of Understanding between Little Shuswap Indian Band and 

Fisheries and Oceans Canada dated _____________________.  This will be achieved through high 

quality development that preserves the integrity of shoreland and maintains the environmental 

attributes of the lakes. 

The guidelines have been prepared with the recognition that each lake and development site is 

different and “no one size fits all”.  The guidelines should therefore be viewed as a base line of 

standards that to a degree are considered flexible providing development proponents can 

demonstrate that policy objectives will be achieved.  In particular, qualified professionals 
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engaging in larger scale developments may propose guideline alternatives or variations providing 

that acceptable development standards are achieved to the satisfaction of the LSLIB.  The 

guidelines are not intended to conflict with existing provincial, federal or LSLIB laws, by-laws, and 

policy regulations and where this may occur the guidelines shall be superseded. 

6.2 Guiding Principles 

6.2.1 Protect the Environmental Quality of Lakes 

The LSLIB recognizes the environmental importance of our lakes and will seek ways to 

protect the riparian, visual/scenic and water quality values. 

6.2.2 Promote a Collaborative Approach 

The LSLIB is committed to an appropriate and balanced level of development that will 

benefit all stakeholders including the LSLIB membership, lessees, lake users, and agencies.  

The intent of the process is to work together towards solutions. 

6.2.3 Develop and Implement Clear and Appropriate Regulations 

By creating policies and guidelines that are easy to understand, the LSLIB will avoid 

confusion and misunderstandings that can negatively impact our lakes. 

6.2.4 Protect Lake Users and Development from Hazardous Conditions 

Steep slopes, unstable soils, wildfires and floods can threaten development, impact 

environment and compromise safety.  Measures will be implemented to minimize 

exposure to hazardous conditions. 

6.2.5 Preserve Cultural and Heritage Values 

Cultural and heritage values are an important part of the LSLIB’s history.  Development 

sites will be managed to avoid areas of archaeological and cultural significance. 

6.2.6 Maintain and Where Possible Enhance Public Access 

Lakes are a public resource; and public access for Band Members will be maintained and 

enhanced where possible. 

6.2.7 Promote Sustainable Lake Management Practices Through Stewardship and Awareness 

Programs 

Understanding the importance of our lake resources and ways to preserve lakes from 

detrimental development impacts will be important to the ongoing stewardship of this 

valuable resource.  The LSLIB will promote awareness about shoreline friendly practices 

and lake preservation. 

6.2.8 Ensure Consistency with Other “Planning Documents” 

The LSLIB Lakeshore Development Guidelines shall be consistent with other higher level 

or compatible planning documents where practical (LSLIB laws, by-laws, policy 

regulations, federal and provincial laws,  policies, regulations). 
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6.2.9 Area of Influence 

The LSLIB Lakeshore Development Guidelines shall apply to all lakeside areas on the 

LSLIB’s lands with the exception of those LSLIB lands described as  Scotch Creek Indian 

Reserve #4, Hilliam Frontage Road guided by Memorandum of Understanding  between 

Little Shuswap Indian Band and Fisheries and Oceans Canada dated 

_____________________ 

6.3 Best Management Practices 

Guidelines and Best Management Practices are approaches based on known science that will 

allow property owners to meet the required standard(s) and achieve the desired objective(s) of 

the LSLIB.  The information in these documents will help to ensure that development activities 

are planned and carried out in compliance with various legislation, regulations, and policies that 

apply to the specific activity.  By understanding the standards activities must meet, property 

owners can choose an appropriate set of guidelines and best practices to help carry out their 

activities to achieve the required standards and objections.   

Thompson & Okanagan Regions 

• Wildlife Information for Commercial Backcountry Recreation Opportunities in the North 
Central Monashee Mountains (PDF 22.6KB) 

• Best Management Practices for Recreational Activities on Grasslands in the Thompson 
and Okanagan Basins (PDF 286KB) 

• Installation and Maintenance of Water Line Intakes (PDF 71KB) 

• Lakeshore Stabilization (PDF 158KB) 

• Best Management Practices for Tree Topping, Limbing and Removal in Riparian Areas 
(PDF 318KB) 

• Boat Launch Construction & Maintenance on Lakes (PDF 114KB) 

• Snowmobiling and Caribou in British Columbia (PDF 2MB) 

• Best Management Practices for Timber Harvesting, Roads, and Silviculture for 
Williamson's Sapsucker in British Columbia: Okanagan-Boundary Area of Occupancy(PDF 
493KB) 

• Best Management Practices for Timber Harvesting, Roads, and Silviculture for 
Williamson's Sapsucker in British Columbia: Western Area of Occupancy (PDF 481KB) 

• Guidance for Determining High Water Marks for Lakes in the Okanagan under the 
Riparian Areas Regulation (PDF 548KB) 

• Guide to Identification of Low-Elevation Wetlands in the Okanagan Valley using Primary 
Indicators (PDF 1.4MB) 

 

  

http://www.env.gov.bc.ca/okanagan/documents/cbrhab.pdf
http://www.env.gov.bc.ca/okanagan/documents/cbrhab.pdf
http://www.env.gov.bc.ca/wld/documents/bmp/grasslands_th_ok_bmp.pdf
http://www.env.gov.bc.ca/wld/documents/bmp/grasslands_th_ok_bmp.pdf
http://www.env.gov.bc.ca/okanagan/documents/BMPIntakes_WorkingDraft.pdf
http://www.env.gov.bc.ca/wld/documents/bmp/BMPLakeshoreStabilization_WorkingDraft.pdf
http://www.env.gov.bc.ca/okanagan/documents/HazardTree_26May_09.pdf
http://www.env.gov.bc.ca/okanagan/documents/HazardTree_26May_09.pdf
http://www.env.gov.bc.ca/okanagan/documents/BMPBoat_LaunchDraft.pdf
http://www.env.gov.bc.ca/wld/twg/documents/snowmobile_caribou_brchr2006.pdf
http://a100.gov.bc.ca/pub/eirs/viewDocumentDetail.do?fromStatic=true&repository=BDP&documentId=11942
http://a100.gov.bc.ca/pub/eirs/viewDocumentDetail.do?fromStatic=true&repository=BDP&documentId=11942
http://a100.gov.bc.ca/pub/eirs/viewDocumentDetail.do?fromStatic=true&repository=BDP&documentId=11941
http://a100.gov.bc.ca/pub/eirs/viewDocumentDetail.do?fromStatic=true&repository=BDP&documentId=11941
http://a100.gov.bc.ca/pub/eirs/viewDocumentDetail.do?fromStatic=true&repository=BDP&documentId=11970
http://a100.gov.bc.ca/pub/eirs/viewDocumentDetail.do?fromStatic=true&repository=BDP&documentId=11970
http://a100.gov.bc.ca/pub/eirs/viewDocumentDetail.do?fromStatic=true&repository=BDP&documentId=12400
http://a100.gov.bc.ca/pub/eirs/viewDocumentDetail.do?fromStatic=true&repository=BDP&documentId=12400
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POLICIES AND GUIDELINES 

6.4 Site Development 

6.4.1 Background 

Wildlife Habitat 

Wildlife habitat can be damaged or destroyed by existing and future shoreland development.  

Contributing factors to shoreline sensitivity include: 

• Intensive Use of Wildlife – 80% of all wildlife in BC utilizes shoreline areas sometime 

during their life.  Shorelines support many kinds of wildlife, including species at risk; 60% 

of BC’s land-based vertebrates-at-risk use shoreline areas for all or part of their habitat 

needs (Living by Water).   

• Shoreland Uniqueness – Shoreland areas provide a unique ecological zone that is required 

for certain plant and animal species. Many species depend on shoreland habitat for 

breeding, foraging, hunting, fishing, and other essential uses.   

Fish Habitat  

Fish habitat can be severely impacted by existing and future shoreland development that alters 

natural conditions along and within the water’s edge.  Shallower areas around the shoreline are 

very important for fish particularly species at risk because this is where many of them obtain their 

food, lay their eggs and spend their first weeks of life.  Potential fish habitat problems generally 

pertain to two major factors:  

• Vegetation Removal or Alteration – Food supply and water temperature are directly 

affected by the removal of natural vegetation.  

 

• Loss of Water Quality – New and existing development can result in an increase in surface 

runoff, sedimentation, erosion, and the leaking of sewage effluent and toxic chemicals. 

Wetlands 

The protection of wetland areas surrounding lakes and within the lake watersheds is critical to 

both fish and wildlife habitat as well as to improving the quality of water flowing into lakes. 

Wetland areas can be negatively impacted by new development including draining or filling, 

altering drainage patterns and encroaching on wetland edges.   

Erosion and Sedimentation  

Excessive sedimentation in lakes and streams can reduce or destroy aesthetic and practical values 

for recreation, wildlife and fish habitat and water supply.  Existing and future development can 

be a major source of erosion and sedimentation problems.  Fundamental considerations in 

erosion and sediment control include:  
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• Retain Vegetation – Protect and maintain existing shoreland vegetation.  Effective 

vegetation management is a major deterrent to soil erosion because it shields the soil 

from raindrop impact and decreases flow velocity by increasing flow friction.  Root 

systems increase soil porosity thereby permitting greater water infiltration and 

reinforcing soil mass.  

 

• Careful Site Planning – Careful site planning which preserves the natural vegetation 

wherever possible, limits clearing and grading to the minimum necessary to 

accommodate construction and re-establishes good cover following grading is the most 

effective method of controlling erosion and sedimentation.  

 

• Runoff Management – Site development grading including roads and parking areas can 

be designed to divert runoff to vegetated areas capable of holding runoff versus more 

direct discharge to the lake, retention structures or dry wells Runoff should also be 

diverted away from denuded areas.  

 

• Construction Management – Limiting the exposure time of unprotected graded areas and 

revegetating disturbed areas as quickly as possible can help mitigate potential erosion 

and sedimentation. 

Scenic Values  

Visual impressions of the lake and surrounding landscape have a major impact on resident and 

public user experience as well as property values.  Although aesthetic values differ from person 

to person and preferences will vary the retainment of the natural landscape, character is of 

benefit to everyone.  Visual considerations for existing and future development include:  

• Critical Zones – The two most sensitive and critical visual landscape lines to be protected 

are the tree line/horizon line and the shoreline.  

 

• View shed Conflicts – The lake view shed is significantly impacted by various land uses 

including logging, mining, utility corridors and road construction which occur beyond the 

shoreland management area.  

 

• Existing Vegetation – The visual absorption capability of a lake in terms of development 

impact is largely determined by the character of existing vegetation.  Lakes with minimal 

shoreland tree cover are especially sensitive to development. 
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Vegetation 

Loss of vegetation due to development is inevitable.  However, it is possible to reduce and 

minimize the amount of tree and understorey removal for the benefit of developers, home 

buyers and the general public.  Vegetation retention is one of the most effective methods for 

maintaining the environmental integrity of the shoreland resource.  The value of vegetation 

retention includes:  

• Soil Stabilization – Roots hold soil and help stabilize slopes.  

 

• Water Quality – Vegetation helps protect water quality by filtering out nutrients and 

pesticides that could otherwise reach a lake or stream.  

 

• Microclimate – Trees provide shade and help moderate weather extremes such as 

strong winds and hot sun. 

 

• Buffers – Visual and audio buffers are provided by the retention of natural areas. 

6.4.2 Site Development Policies 

 
1. Shorelines shall be maintained in a predominantly natural state with tree cover and ground 

vegetation as development occurs. 

 

2. Where new development sites lack existing tree cover and understorey, a development 

plan including landscaping of the shoreland shall be required that promotes native and low 

water consumptive plant varieties. 

 

3. Development shall retain and conserve natural features including wetlands, rock outcrops, 

waterfalls, streams, islands, and other features contributing to the natural character of the 

site and surrounding area. 

 

4. Development shall minimize site disturbance during construction including the 

consideration of erosion and sediment control needs. 

 

5. Development shall be designed at a level of density and site coverage compatible with the 

physical capabilities of the shoreland and water body. 

 

6. The location of new shoreland development shall be assessed based on site suitability, 

environment and socio-economic impacts in the context of the entire lake. 
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7. Site selection and development shall consider the impacts and compatibility with existing 

and future land use and resource activities. 

 

8. Private roads or driveways accessing shoreland lots are to be designed with aesthetic 

considerations in mind including minimal tree removal, unobtrusive cuts and fills, 

alignments that follow contours, and other design elements resulting in road construction 

that is well suited to the landscape and maintains visual qualities. 

 

9. Nutrient input from outside sources (i.e. resource use, sewage disposal, erosion and 

sedimentation, etc.) shall be recognized as a contributing factor to lake water quality and 

collaborative initiatives to minimize non-point pollution shall be pursued. 

 

10. In accordance to the LSLIB Building Policy, and the LSLIB Land Development Policy, the 

developer or builder shall submit all plans and drawings necessary to accurately represent 

the extent of site changes, including but not limited to building locations, roads and parking, 

site servicing, grading and vegetation removal.  The LSLIB may require supplementary 

drawings and reports as needed to determine development impacts. 

 

11. All developing and building designs shall incorporate best management practices as 

identified in:  

 

a) Department of Fisheries and Oceans, Land Development Guidelines for the Protection 

of Aquatic Habitat; 

 

b) Province of BC, Best Management Practices and Policies and Riparian Areas Regulation; 

 

c) National Fire Protection Association (NFPA) Standards, 1142 – Standard on Water 

Supplies for Suburban and Rural Fire Fighting and 1144 – Standard for Protection of Life 

and Property from Wildfire. 

 

12. Wildfire management shall be considered at the planning stage for lakeside development 

or building including escape plans, fuel management, water supply and hydrant systems.  

Property owners are required to follow the Home Owners FireSmart Manual B.C. Edition. 

 

13. Wildlife movement corridors and sensitive habitat areas shall be identified and 

accommodated at the planning stage of lakeside development or building. 

 

14. A storm drainage management plan shall be prepared for lakeside development or building 

and potentially include detention ponds, cut-off ditches and the establishment of new 

wetland areas. 
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6.4.3 Site Development and Building Guidelines 

Sitework 

1. Minimize paved and other hard surface areas and use permeable paving materials that 

allow for precipitation to filter into the ground. 

 

2. Use shrubs or water bars to redirect site drainage to avoid direct and rapid flow of surface 

drainage to the lake. 

 

3. Surface drainage should be managed so as to avoid direct discharge into the lake and to 

maximize storm water detention. 

 

4. Avoid the use of retaining walls at the water’s edge and introduce more natural treatment 

including rocks and plantings set into a stable slope (2:1 maximum). 

 

5. Beach modification is strictly prohibited. 

 

6. Development in areas susceptible to erodible soils, and steep slopes are subject to 

engineering requirements. 

 

7. Docks, decks or other shoreline structures are not permitted. 

 

8. Environmentally sensitive areas within a developed site shall be recognized to protect 

environmental values.  These may include portions of wildlife habitat, semi-enclosed marsh 

or shallow water bodies draining into or from the lake, steep slopes, old growth forest areas 

adjacent to significant fish habitat, lands prone to flooding and lands designated for 

recreation or conservation. 

 

9. Areas designated as environmentally or culturally sensitive shall remain undeveloped and 

undisturbed which prohibits grading, excavating, filling and/or construction of roadways, 

driveways, parking areas or structures 

 

10. Development should not be considered for any island less than 2 hectares (5 acres) due to 

concerns of environmental impacts.  

 

11. Road layout shall be aligned to conform to natural grades as much as possible.  

 

12. Riparian Areas Regulation requirements must be followed with the exception of a 30 m 

minimum setback from natural boundary on all streams. Streamside buffer areas shall 
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remain in a natural condition and to provide protection and food source for fish and 

wildlife.  Natural drainage courses should not be disturbed. 

 

13. Site works development or building shall not be permitted on slopes in excess of 30% unless 

a geotechnical review confirms suitability.  Slopes shall be measured over a horizontal 

distance inland of 45 m/150 ft. from the shoreline. 

 

14. Topsoil removed during construction should be conserved for use on areas requiring 

vegetation or landscaping. 

 

15. Construct and continuously maintain sediment ponds, silt fences, filtration facilities, run-

off diversions, and other works as required, to protect creeks, watercourses and lakes from 

siltation as provided for in the Best Management Practices 

 

16. Inspect silt fences during and immediately after prolonged rainfall. If undercutting is 

observed immediately repair fence as provided for in the Best Management Practices. 

 

17. Existing agricultural land use may require that fencing, cattle guards, and other measures 

be included in site development to mitigate potential land use conflicts. 

Vegetation 

1. Carefully prune or limb trees and shrubs instead of removing them to open up views to the 

water. 

 

2. Leave a 30 m waterside setback from a lake (measured from the high-water mark) along 

the shoreline where natural vegetation is retained. 

 

3. Within the front yard/waterside setback the natural landscape shall be retained except for 

30% of the lot frontage which may be cleared to create unobstructed lake views and access.  

Where trees and understorey have been removed, native landscape materials should be 

introduced and allowed to re-establish so as to create a contiguous buffer. 

 

4. Use temporary fencing or flagging around trees and natural areas to avoid construction 

damage. 

 

5. Retain trees adjacent to construction, avoid any excavation or digging within 3 m of the 

base of the tree or the normal drip line, whichever is greater 

 

6. Removal of aquatic plants is not permitted.   
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7. For steep slopes greater than 30%, existing vegetation should be substantially retained on 

all slope faces. 

 

8. Hazard trees (trees which are leaning or in danger of falling) should be pruned or removed 

where necessary from the property with prior approval from the Little Shuswap Lake Indian 

Band. 

 

9. Exposed slopes caused by site grading should be reseeded as soon as possible. 

 

10. Maximize the retention of mature trees. 

 

11. When selecting plant material to be introduced to the site, preference should be given to 

native species  In addition, consideration should be given to fire resistance.  Property 

owners are required to follow the Home Owners FireSmart Manual, B.C. Edition. 

Critical Dimensions 

In accordance to the Memorandum of Understanding between the Little Shuswap Lake Indian 

Band and Fisheries and Oceans Canada, both parties have agreed to the following principles: 

1. The terms “above or below 348.7 metres geodetic elevation” in this document refer to a 

horizontal direction that is defined as being in an upland direction (above) or towards the 

lake (below) the horizontal position of 348.7 metres geodetic elevation. 

 

2. The Streamside Protection and Enhancement Area (SPEA) will be based on a horizontal 

setback of 15 m from the 348.7 metres geodetic elevation, except as provided for by item 6 

and 7 below. 

3.  All lots that have been previously developed and such, are considered brownfield.  As 

upgrading occurs on these previously developed lots there is potential for recovery and 

restoration of foreshore and riparian fish habitat.  No additional vegetation removal, 

landscaping, maintenance, or other vegetation or ground disturbance will occur with 60% of 

the SPEA area of each lot, measures in square metres.  Regeneration of native vegetation 

either naturally, or through planting should occur within this area.  No impermeable surfaces 

or structural foundations will be constructed in the SPEA except as permitted in item 6 and 

7 below. 

4. Some lots may be considered greenfield.  Accordingly, up to 30% of the SPEA area, measured 

in square metres, may be cleared for viewscapes and access to water.  No impermeable 

surfaces or structural foundations will be constructed in the SPEA area except as permitted 

in item 6 and 7 below. 

 



 

 
LSLIB LAKESHORE DEVELOPMENT GUIDELINES 23/01/2018  Page 15 of 22 
 

5. No development will occur below 348.7 metres geodetic elevation as shown on AC Eagle 

Enterprises Ltd. Drawing number SK 01 dated September 8, 2011 and titled Little Shuswap 

Indian Band – Riparian Setbacks without prior written consent from Fisheries and Oceans 

Canada.  Areas below 348.7 metres geodetic elevation are considered lakebed. 

 

6. Reconstruction of existing cabins will be allowed on the original footprint as long as the cabin 

is above 348.7 metres geodetic elevation.  Where an existing cabin is to be reconstructed on 

the original footprint, the minimum building elevation of 351.0 metres geodetic elevation 

must be achieved structurally. 

 

7. Expansion of cabin footprints will only be permitted if it, the expansion, results in the 

maintenance of a Streamside Protection and Enhancement Area (SPEA) area, measured in 

square metres, that equals an area of 15 metres across the width of the property.  This area 

can be achieved by localized reduction of the SPEA width to no less than 10 m horizontal 

setback form 348.7 metres geodetic elevation, with associated increase of the SPEA in other 

contiguous areas.  This process is identified as “bending” of the SPEA in the Riparian Areas 

Regulation Implementation Guidebook where the total areas of the SPEA within each lot is 

maintained so there is no net loss of overall SPEA setback area.  In the context of a proposed 

expansion of the cabin footprint, bending of the SPEA should only be considered: 

a) In cases of undo hardship; or 
 

b) In the circumstances described in Item 7. 
 

8. As many existing lots are located on a beach berm with lower land behind, siting of buildings 

requires some flexibility.  In these cases, new siting will be controlled in the following way: 

SPEAs bending will be used in these cases but no new construction will occur closer than 

10m from 348.7 metres geodetic elevation.  Also, in these cases, cross drainage needs to be 

provided through building site access roads to allow free movement of flood waters. 

 

9. Any variation from the principles set out in the Memorandum of Understanding will require 

prior authorization or a letter of advice from Fisheries and Oceans Canada.  Implementing 

the Memorandum of Understanding will ensure there is no harmful alteration, disturbance, 

or destruction of fish habitat and remove the need for review and comment by Fisheries and 

Oceans Canada in relation to the development and building activity. 

 

10. All planning, operations, and construction must comply with the criteria identified with the 

BC Ministry of Forests, Lands, and Natural Resource Operations Best Management Practice 

Series document: “Standards and Best Practices for Instream Works (March 2004)”. 
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Both parties to this Memorandum of Understanding commit their respective organizations to the 

preceding principles.  

Building 

1. Residences and accessory structures should be set back at least 30 m from the high-water 

mark. 

 

2. Building height should be measured from the average finished ground level of the profile 

of the building facing the lake to the highest point of the roof.  Maximum height shall be 

10 metres for residential and 11.5 metres for commercial development. 

 

3. Select building materials that are natural or have a natural appearance that blends into 

the surroundings.  Material selection should also consider combustibility as a wildfire 

precaution.  Property owners are required to follow the Home Owners FireSmart Manual 

B.C. Edition. 

 

4. Shoreline structures are not permitted. Note: Lot shoreline is at the high-water mark. 

 

5. Locate accessory structures behind the main building and or existing vegetation to screen 

views of the structure from the water. 

 

6. On steeply sloping sites (+30%) the proposed building shall step down the hillside.  

7. The height of buildings should be appropriate to the lake setting including background 

setting, slope, tree cover and buffer.  High visual impact development will not be 

permitted. 

6.5 Public Access 

6.5.1 Background 

Lakes within the LSLIB are a public resource for the benefit and enjoyment of the LSLIB 

membership..  However, development should not jeopardize Band membership’s access to lakes.  

Potential conflicts pertaining to the introduction of new development can be avoided at the 

planning stage by considering existing recreation uses both on land and in the water. 

6.5.2 Public Access Policies 

1. All lakeshores from the low water mark to the high-water mark are for public access. 

 

2. New development and building designs shall consider all existing land and water based 

activities such that new development will minimize impact on existing activities. 
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3. New development shall be designed to incorporate public trails and walkways near the 

lake edge, but in a manner, that will have a low environmental impact on riparian 

vegetation and the waterbody. 

6.6 Hazard Protection 

6.6.1 Background 

Within the LSLIB there may be areas which could be hazardous to development and could result 

in damage to property and people. Examples of these hazards include: 

• Steep Slopes - These are generally considered for slopes in excess of 30%. 

• Unstable Soils - Soil composition, presence of groundwater and other factors can cause 

soils to be unstable.  This situation is often compounded by steep slopes.  

• Avalanche Zones/Debris Fans – Possible areas subject to snow avalanches and debris 

torrents (soil, rock and plant material carried down a contained path). 

• Floodplain and High-Water Areas - Inundation by water is a concern along many of the 

region’s stream and lakes. 

• Wildfires – The interface between buildings and forested areas poses potentially 

hazardous situations Property owners are required to follow the Home Owners FireSmart 

Manual B.C. Edition. 

There is considerable opportunity to minimize the risks associated with these hazards when 

planning for new development.   

6.6.2 Hazard Protection Policies 

Development in lakeside areas will respect and be safeguarded from potentially hazardous 

conditions. 

6.7 Infrastructure 

6.7.1 Background 

The term ‘infrastructure’ refers to three key types of services provided to lakeshore 

development: 

• Sewage collection, treatment and disposal  

• Water supply, treatment and distribution 

• Storm water management 

Sewage collection, treatment and disposal is a critical issue associated with lakeshore 

development.  Sewage contains both nutrients (such as phosphorous and nitrogen) and disease-

causing micro-organisms (bacteria, viruses and parasites) which have considerable potential to 

impact water quality and human health.  For example, enhanced levels of phosphorous in a water 

body can stimulate the growth of plant materials which demand higher levels of oxygen for 
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photosynthesis and decay.  This can limit the amount of dissolved oxygen available for fish and 

other aquatic life.  Human health can also be impacted by micro-organisms from sewage effluent 

being discharged either directly to a water body or indirectly to ground which may interact with 

surface and ground water supplies.  Property owners are required to follow BC Sewerage System 

Regulations. 

There are many variables which influence the degree to which sewage management may be a 

concern to lakeshore development.  The nature of the receiving environment – both soil 

conditions in the case of on-site septic systems, or water chemistry and other biological factors 

in the case of lake disposal – is a key variable.  The concentration, type and density of 

development is another important consideration.  The quality of design and construction of the 

sewage management system can also influence its effectiveness, as does attention payed to 

maintenance (such as regular pumping of septic tanks).  Property owners are required to follow 

the BC Sewerage System Regulations. 

6.7.2 Infrastructure Policies 

1. All new development shall be served by appropriately designed, constructed and 

maintained sewer, water and storm water systems. 

 

2. All new development will be encouraged to work with relevant agencies to review, 

approve and ensure on-going management of sewer, water and storm water systems. 

6.7.3 Infrastructure Guidelines 

Sewer Systems 
 

1. On-site septic treatment and disposal systems must be approved by the First Nation 

Health Authority. For flows < 22.7 m3/day.  Flows > 22.7 m3 per day are regulated by the 

Band under the sewage bylaw. 

2. The minimum setback of a Type 1 septic field from any waterbody shall be 100 metres.  If 

a property owner wishes to install a septic field with a setback of less than 100 metres 

from a waterbody, the property owner must seek approval from the Lands, Leasing and 

Taxation Department.  Once approval has been received, the property owner must 

engage an appropriately qualified engineer or  a Registered Onsite Wastewater 

Practitioner to review the proposed siting of the septic field to ensure that there will be 

no detrimental impacts on adjacent waterbodies.  Any remedial measures recommended 

by the engineer or Registered Onsite Wastewater Practitioner must be implemented by 

the property owner at their expense.   

 

3. The services of an appropriately qualified engineer or geoscientist or any other 

professional with a Registered On-Site Wastewater Treatment certification, deemed 
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necessary by the LSLIB, must be engaged to install all on-site sewage treatment and 

dispose facilities.  

 

4. Sewer systems must be approved by the First Nation Health Authority. For flows < 22.7 

m3/day.  Flows > 22.7 m3 per day are regulated by the Band under the sewage bylaw. 

 

5. Proper on-going maintenance of septic systems is required.  Property owners must 

follow the maintenance standards provided by the  BC Sewerage System Regulations.  

Random inspections will be carried out by the LSLIB. 

Water System 

1. All development must prove the availability of a sustainable potable water supply which 

meets the criteria set by the appropriate authorities. 

 

2. Community Water systems must be approved by the First Nation Health Authority. 

 

3. The provision of water for firefighting purposes is encouraged.   

Storm Water Management Systems 

1. Storm water management plans are to be prepared by a qualified engineer for all new 

development to deal with the cumulative impacts of run-off.  The storm water plan will 

ensure run-off resulting from new development is minimized and retained on-site 

wherever possible. 

 

2. When relevant, the Ministry of Environment and Climate Change; Ministry of Forests, 

Lands, Natural Resource Operations; and/or Department of Fisheries and Oceans shall be 

contacted, and their advice and approval incorporated into the development and/or 

storm water management plan(s). 

6.8 Land Use 

6.8.1 Background 

Existing and future land uses surrounding LSLIB lakes can potentially impact lake oriented 

development.  Examples of land or resource use that a development proponent may need to be 

aware of include: 

• Heritage Sites - Cultural and historic sites contribute to the character and interest of the 

lake resource. 

• Agriculture - Agricultural activities within the lake watershed may impact surface water 

and use fertilizers and pesticide use, tillage, livestock practices irrigation and drainage can 

affect water quality and quantity.  Livestock production practices including riparian 
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grazing, confined feeding operations, and manure management can also affect water 

quality. Irrigation may impact water levels. In addition, to environmental impacts, grazing 

leases often allow cattle to occupy lakeside property which may result in conflicts 

between residents and ranchers. 

• Forestry - Forestry activities in the watershed can adversely impact water quality and 

aesthetics. 

• Utilities - Utility transmission corridors within the lake viewshed can severely diminish 

visual quality. 

• Recreation – Recreational activities such as snowmobiling, hiking, biking and water sports 

occur around lakes.  Development proponents should familiarize themselves with land 

tenure near their project.  Land below the ordinary high water mark is public land and 

does not form part of the leased lands. 

6.8.2 Land Use Policies 

1. Development in lakeside areas will recognize the need to accommodate and co-exist with 

multiple use of lands surrounding LSLIB lakes.  Development plans shall be compatible 

with existing uses and make necessary provisions for buffering, fencing, screening, scale, 

open space, setback and other measures that can maximize compatibility with 

development. 

 

2. Archaeological and cultural resources shall be protected through the development 

process such that any historically significant buildings, structures, features or areas 

identified will be subject to an Archeological Overview Assessment and an Archeological 

Impact Assessment.   

6.9 Education 

6.9.1 Background 

Existing and future owners of lakeside property have an important role to play in managing the  

LSLIB lake resource. A stewardship attitude adopted by parcel owners can complement 

regulatory controls in the following ways:  

• Data Collection/Monitoring – Lakeside property owners can assist lake management 

efforts by providing environmental quality data as well as monitoring shoreland 

alterations not conforming to guidelines. Lake associations representing property owners 

and lake users should be encouraged to form and play an active role in monitoring lake 

resource value indicators including wildlife, fish, water quality, user conflicts and 

shoreline alterations. 

 

• Environmental Management – An understanding of the environmental impacts of living 

in the shoreland area can affect how residents manage their property. The Living Edge – 
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Your Handbook for Waterfront Living, prepared by the Living by Water Project, provides 

an excellent reference for environmentally responsible property owners.  

6.9.2 Education Policies  

Education of those in lakeshore areas is critical so that development projects are properly 

designed, constructed and maintained.   Land owners must consult the BC Water Sustainability 

Act. 

1. Integration of the “On the Living Edge – Your Handbook for Waterfront Living” shall be 

integrated into all lakeshore planning, public awareness and development initiatives. 

 

2. Citizen participation in retaining or improving lake resource values shall be encouraged 

individually. 

6.9.3 Working with Other Agencies 

Inherent in the lakeshore development process is working with other public agencies.  Key 

examples of these agencies are set out below. 

1. Indigenous and Northern Affairs Canada 

2. Department of Fisheries and Oceans 

3. Transport Canada: “An Owner’s Guide to Private Buoys” 

4.  BC Ministry of Environment and Climate Change 

5. BC Ministry of Forests, Lands, Natural Resource Operations 

6. BC Ministry of Forests, Lands and Natural Resources Operations 

7. Interior Health Authority 

8. BC Ministry of Transportation and Infrastructure 

9. BC Ministry of Forests, Lands and Natural Resource Operations: “Land Use Operational 

Policy – Private Moorage” 

10. Columbia Shuswap Regional District: “Lakes Zoning Bylaw No 900” 

11. Thompson Nicola Regional District: “Lakeshore Development Guidelines” 

12. Canada’s Living By Water Project: “On the Living Edge – Your Handbook for Waterfront 

Living” 

13. BC Living Water Smart 

14. BC Water Sustainability Act 

15. TNRD Riparian Areas Regulation 

16. CSRD Riparian Areas Regulation Development Permit Areas Regulation 
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